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Telegraph & Argus

Er';d‘ford jewellers shuts up shop after 160 years

We are going to find out more about this
family and how Antonio Fattorini founded an
important retail empire; jewellers and
eventually catalogues in the city of Bradford.
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1. Which jewellery company took over the Fattorini's business in 19862
. When did the Fattorini's open the original shop in Bradford town centre?
After which battle did Fattorini came to England?
How did Fattorini make his living to start with after arriving in England?

2
3
4
5. How many jewellery shops were started in Bradford by 1870?
6. Which trophy was designed by this family?

7

. What did the 'watch club’ offer to customers at Fattorini's shop?
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Antonio Fattorini

A 160-year history of retailing has ended in Bradford with the
closure of the former Fattorini jewellery store.

The shutters have come down for the last time at the Tyrrel Street
branch of Goldsmiths which took over the Fattorini's business in
1986.

The Leicester-based national group also owned the former Mappin &
Webb store on the junction of Darley Street and Kirkgate, which was
closed last year and is now to let.

The closure brought to an end an association between Fattorini and
the city of Bradford which began in 1846 with the opening of the
original shop by Antonio Fattorini, who came to England after the
Battle of Waterloo in 1815 and initially made his living as a travelling
salesman. He started his original jewellery business in 1831 in
Har‘r‘ogate.‘

Antonio’s sons John and Edward settled in Bradford and built up the
business which by 1870 had two branches in Kirkgate and Westgate.

Fattorini's is famous for designing the FA Cup trophy, first won in
1911 by Bradford City and still in use.

In 1852 a forerunner of the former Empire Stores mail order
business emerged when a watch club offering customers 20 weeks of
credit was set up and run through Fattorini shops in Bradford,
Harrogate and Skipton. Empire Stores was closed in 2008 by French
owners SA Redoute Catalogue of Roubaix - Bradford's twin town.

News of Goldsmiths demise prompted Bradford Chamber of Trade
secretary Val Summerscales to blast councillors, planners and
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Antonio Fattorini

ANTONIO FATTORINI

Antonio Fattorini was born on Lake Como in Italy
in 1797. Following the Napoleonic wars hie moved
to Leeds where he traded in bricsa<brac. In 1831
fe and his wife moved to the fashionable resort
of Harrogate, to serve the summier visitors. His
"Oriental Lounge” was at 14 Regent Parade where he
lived and worked, returning to Leeds for the winter.
One of his sons; alse named Antonio;, carried on the
business; opening niew premises at 2 Royal Parade.
In 1884, “Antonio Fattorini the Jeweller” moved mto
this building at 10«12 Parliament Street, built by
George Dawson in 18661848, By 1900; Antonio’s
sister; Maria, and her husband John Tindall joined
the business. “A. Fattorini the Jeweller” is Harrogate's
longest established business and the Tindall
family continues to run it today «
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