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Third reading - question the author
LO: To check my understanding as I read the story. 

What have you remembered about the myth?
You could: 
- draw a mind map
- draw a story board
- re-tell the myth as a summary
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This is a Greek myth about 'Arachne' which means

'spider' in Greek. Can you work out what 

'Arachnophobia' might mean? I know other stories 

involving spiders such as  Aaaarrgghh! Spider and

Charlotte's Web. 

There are many other myths involving the goddess

of weaving, Athena  such as her contest against

 Poseidon for becoming the patron deity of

 Athens; her transforming Medusa into a Gorgon

(creature in Greek mythology) and her cursing

Tiresias to go blind! 

Arachne was so used to being praised for her beautiful weaving that she had become excessively proud of herself

(conceited)  and she boasted to an old lady that she was more talented than Athena! This was very foolish as we

 know that Athena  wouldn't want anyone else to be considered to be more skilful than herself.  
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Despite being warned about her careless talk, Arachne continued to be extremely proud and she

boasted that she was up to the challenge with the goddess herself! Of course, Athena was furious

that Arachne would say that and she immediately challenged Arachne to a weaving contest.  
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The two of them set up their looms and worked

tirelessly from dawn til dusk. The news of the contest 

spread far and wide. Everyone waited with bated

breath (to hold one's breath due to suspense,

trepidation or fear) to find out what would happen next.

Both pieces of finished weaving were really

impressive but Athena's stitches were 'as

perfect as could be.' What's this phrase an

example of?

Have you spotted what the phrase 'bated 
breath' is an example of?
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Centuries later, most people still don't appreciate

the beautiful webs of spiders as they brush them

away. In fact, many people  fear spiders. 

Arachnophobia refers to the intense fear of

spiders (spider phobia) 

Clearly, Arachne was the 'greatest weaver in

the world' however she had the bad luck of

defeating the goddess Athena - her fate's the

proof of it.



Rdg Athena lesson 3 Wed.notebook

7

March 10, 2021

Third reading - question the author
LO: To check my understanding as I read the story. 

What have you remembered about the myth?
You could: 
- draw a mind map
- draw a story board
- re-tell the myth as a summary



Rdg Athena lesson 3 Wed.notebook

8

March 10, 2021


	Page 1: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 2: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 3: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 4: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 5: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 6: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 7: Oct 3-07:11
	Page 8: Oct 3-07:11

