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In Stories from the Billabhong, a renowned .auwthor

elegantly retells ten of Australio's ancient

ahoriginal legends. Here readers discover what STORIES FROM THE

BILLABONG

makes frogs crook, whiy kangaroos have pouches,

and just what it is thot makes plotypuses so special.

The illustrations are by the aboriginal artist and
storyteller Francis Firebhrace, whose distinctive,

colowrful work is known throughout Australia .and

beyond. He wses the four traditional colouwrs of
ahoriginal oart (hlack, white, red, and yellow), as well as
his experiences as o memhbher of the Yorta-Yorta, to maoke

these stories live on the page.
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Glossary

Mammals

A warm-blooded animal with fur or
hair on its skin and a skeleton inside
its body. Mammal mothers produce
milk to feed their babies.

platypus

A semiaquatic egg-laying mammal
which often visits lakes and streams
in eastern Australia.

reproduce

To produce offspring (babies)

quarrel

a heated argument or disagreement

billabong

An Australian term for an oxbow
lake, an isolated pond left behind
after a river changes course.
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Finding answers on the first read:-

LO: To find information in the story to answer questions.

1.

How many different types of animal did the Creator make in the Dreamtime?

Write down the order of the animals which were created.

Which animal was made out of all the bits and pieces which had been left over?
Give three reasons why platypuses are different to other animals.

Why did the animals start to quarrel?

Why did the different animals keep visiting platypus for advice?

What do you think of the platypus' advice? What can we learn from this?
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happened that, standing among the animals listening
g to Platypus, was a hunter of the Pintubi tribe. This
s 50 impressed by what Platypus said, that he made his
e never (o harm such a wise creature.

‘why no Aboriginal Australian will ever hunt and kill
even il he is hungry.
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