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Third reading - question the author
LO: To check my understanding as I read the diary extracts

Wednesday 12th May

What have you learnt from this poem?

You could: 
- draw a mind map
- draw a story map of Anne's life
- write your own poem
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Glossary

 grief intense sorrow, especially caused by someone's death.

 Allied line
A group of countries that together opposed Nazi Germany during World War II 
(1939-1945).

 Europe
A continent entirely in the Northern Hemisphere and mostly in the Eastern 
Hemisphere.

 Princess 
Elizabeth

Elizabeth II is our Queen of England.

 enduring lasting over a long period of time; durable.

 ease absence of difficulty or effort.

 barge A long flat-bottomed boat for carrying freight on canals and rivers.
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Read the text out loud with your partner.
Remember: 
Use your reading ruler
Look at your partner when they are reading
Sit still
Help your partner if they are stuck on a word
Read to your partner in a voice that only they can hear
Write down any words you don't know the meaning of onto your 
whiteboard 
Once you have finished reading aloud, read silently. 
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Even now, after twice her lifetime of grief

and anger in the very place, whoever comes

to climb these narrow stairs, discovers how

the bookcase slides aside, then walks through

shadow into sunlit room, can never help

but break her secrecy again. Just listening

is a kind of guilt: the Westerkirk repeats

itself outside, as if all time worked round

towards her fear, and made each stroke

die down on guarded streets. Imagine it—

four years of whispering, and loneliness,

and plotting, day by day, the Allied line

in Europe with a yellow chalk. What hope

she had for ordinary love and interest

survives her here, displayed above the bed

as pictures of her family; some actors;

fashions chosen by Princess Elizabeth.

And those who stoop to see them find

not only patience missing its reward,

but one enduring wish for chances

like my own: to leave as simply

as I do, and walk at ease

up dusty tree-lined avenues, or watch

a silent barge come clear of bridges

settling their reflections in the blue canal.

Anne Frank Huis 
By Andrew Motion

Andrew Motion  has said of his own 
work, 

“I want my writing to be as clear 

as water. I want readers to see all 

the way through its surfaces into

the swamp."
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Looking at the title of this poem, can 
you guess what the word 'huis' is in 
English?

Often writers, such as poets, are 
inspired to write following a thought-
provoking experience.

Having visited Anne Frank House, the 
poet recalls the layout of the house 
and the events and secrecy behind 
those walls. 
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We know that WW2 started in 1939 until 1945 
which was six years in total. The poet talks about 
the Allied line and the use of the yellow chalk 
distinguishing between the Germans and the Jews.

We need to remember that Anne was like any 
normal child in that she had pictures on her 
bedroom wall and she had ambitions for her future 
as a writer. She waited patiently but unfortunately 
the reward of experiencing a life of freedom 
wasn't her fate.
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The poet is reflecting about his own life and his 
freedom of being able to wander up dusty tree-
lined avenues and watch silent barges on the canal 
next to the Anne Frank House.

Do we appreciate and thank God for all the 
wonderful experiences we take for granted for 
every day?
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