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Third reading - question the author
LO: To check my understanding as I read the story. 

What have you remembered about the myth?
You could: 
- draw a mind map
- draw a story board
- re-tell the myth as a summary
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This is an Australian  ancient aboriginal legend  from

the Billabong (oxbow lake). I know other aboriginal

stories such as what makes frogs croak and why 

kangaroos have pouches. I know other stories involving

platypuses such as the 'Little Platypus.' I know that

this Creation story is different from the Creation 

story in the first book (Genesis) in the Bible. 

This creation story is from the Dreamtime which is

the period during which life was created, according to

Aboriginal culture. In this legend the creator

creates just three animals: Mammals, Fish and Birds.

Finally, the platypus was made from the left over

pieces which resulted in platypuses having a mixture of

characteristics which we would usually associate with 
mammals, fish and birds.   
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Just like siblings in a family, the different animals first 
lived happily together before they started quarrelling  
with each other. Each of them thought they were more 
important than each other.

 

The Mammals thought they were special and the 
greatest. Soon afterwards, the Mammals decided to ask 
the Platypus (who had fur as well) to join them in their 
fight against the Fish and the Birds. Wisely, Platypus 
told them that he'd think about it.

It doesn't surprise me that a few days later, Platypus 
was visited by the Fish as Platypus has some 
characteristics of a fish as well.
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Being as wise as an owl, Platypus once again told his 
second visitor (Fish) that he would think about it 
when he was asked to join the Fish group.

Amusingly, it wasn't long before Platypus was due 
another visitor ... the Birds! 

Can you guess which characteristic Mrs Platypus has 
which birds have as well?  
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