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1. When did it begin to rain in the valley?
L |

2. Why couldn’t the bus get through to take the children home after school?

Inferential

1. Why was Mr Hill able to get to the school?
L |

2. Why was a helicopter used to bring blankets and more food?

3. Why do you think two parents came to help the teachers?

Applied Knowledge

1. Explain what was meant by ‘the river had burst its banks’.
(The rain filled the river and it overflowed.)
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Friday, 17 October

Before I left for school yesterday, Mum warned me
that there would be heavy rain all day. She was
right. During the morning, the gutters outside our
classroom overflowed, and soon the school field
looked like an enormous lake.

By late afternoon, we were told that the river had
burst its banks. It had flooded across the valley road.
That meant the school bus wouldn't be able to get
through. No one could go home. We were trapped
here for the night.

At first, everyone thought that it was exciting,

but then we realised we had nothing left to eat.

We huddled together in a classroom, feeling a bit
miserable, and watched a DVD.
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At first, everyone thought that it was exciting,
but then we realised we had nothing left to eat.
We huddled together in a classroom, feeling a bit
miserable, and watched a DVD.

At five o'clock, we heard a truck pull up outside
the school. Mr Hill, who owns the farm next to

the school, had brought food and hot drinks for us.
Everybody felt much better after that. 152

Then, about an hour later, we couldn't believe our
eyes when a helicopter landed in the playground. The
pilot had blankets, sleeping bags and lots

more food for us. Two parents came as well.
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1. When did it begin to rain in the valley?
(on Thursday 16 October, during the morning)

2. Why couldn’t the bus get through to take the children home after school?
(because the river had burst its banks and flooded the road)

Inferential

1. Why was Mr Hill able to get to the school?
(because he lived on the farm next to the school and didn't have to go near the flood)

2. Why was a helicopter used to bring blankets and more food?
(because a helicopter could fly across the flood)

3. Why do you think two parents came to help the teachers?
(because there was so much to do / because the little children needed more help at night time)

Applied Knowledge

1. Explain what was meant by ‘the river had burst its banks’.
(The rain filled the river and it overflowed.)
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