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Third reading - question the author
LO: To check my understanding as I read the story. 

What have you remembered about the legend?

You could: 
- draw a mind map
- draw a story map
- retell the story orally (taking it in turns with your partner)
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This is a legend of the Yorta-Yorta tribe (one of 

Australia's Aboriginal tribes) which has been authentically 

and lovingly retold. I can remember another legend from 

this book which we read called 'Why the Platypus is such a

Special Creature.' 

In this legend, the Lizard-Man, Alinga, collected 

together branches from an Eucalypt tree as well as other

objects in order to make a special boomerang. I know that 

boomerangs often return to the thrower but I  guess

that this boomerang is going to have special powers or do

something unusual. 

I love the way the boomerang is described as it was flung 

into the sky. Which two features has the author used to

describe this - a great whrrrrr

                      -  like a flight of cockatoos...

Unsurprisingly, the boomerang, as predicted, didn't do as it

should have done. Notice how the writer describes Alinga 

patiently  waiting - hour after hour - days - weeks - months -

years!

Of course, Alinga doesn't want to lose his precious boomerang

so he goes searching for it, far and wide.
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It's lovely that Alinga could share his knowledge and 

expertise so that other people could make and fly a

boomerang. It's lovely to hear how Alinga was willing to

give his time for others even though he was busy 

searching for his lost boomerang. We know that it's

never easy losing something which we care about and

which is precious to us.

What a long journey the Lizard-Man made trying to

find his boomerang. Just like he took a great pride in 

making his boomerang, Alinga was obviously resilient

and desperately wanted to find his valued possession.

What exciting adventures Alinga had on his eventful 

journey! It's fasinating to imagine how coal, the large

boulders and the huge rock formations were made.  
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After years of searching, the boomerang

 was found, but, alas ...

... it was embedded in the desert and it

had become a huge, red block of rock.

What great feats might the Lizard-Man

have performed whilst settling next to

 the great, red rock (Uluru)?

What an incredible legend about the great 
rock. 
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A boomerang is a curved throwing stick. People use boomerangs as toys or as 
weapons. The Aboriginal peoples of Australia, have long used boomerangs for 
animal hunting and warfare.

There are two types of boomerangs: returning boomerangs and nonreturning 
boomerangs. Returning boomerangs are lightweight and have a special curved 
shape. A returning boomerang flies in a circle and comes back to the 
thrower. People use returning boomerangs for sporting events and as toys.

Nonreturning boomerangs are not toys. Ancient peoples used them for killing 
prey or enemies. This type of boomerang is much straighter than a returning 
boomerang. It cuts through the air in a wobbly way.

True boomerangs are found mainly in Australia. However, people in ancient 
Egypt, southern India, and other cultures also used boomerang-shaped 
weapons. Some Native American groups used boomerang-shaped weapons for 
hunting birds, rabbits, and other animals.

The first boomerangs were made from a single piece of carved wood. The 
carver heated the wood in hot ashes and then bent it to get the right shape. 
Today boomerangs used for sports are often made of plywood or fiberglass. 
Their shape can be very different from the curved shape of traditional 
boomerangs. For example, some modern boomerangs have three blades in the 
shape of the letter Y.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJ61Y17s3bU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJ61Y17s3bU
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