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Help Sheet
0 – 25 Specialist Teaching And Support Service

[image: ]How to support interactions.

Why?
· The type of language used by adults is central to successful interactions with all children. Are we encouraging positive interactions or are we interfering? 
· The work of Julie Fischer is referenced below to help adults know how to best use their language to support and develop interactions with children. 

How?
· One common feature that you will notice within this help sheet is there is no reference to adults using questions. By reducing the questions, we ask we can help the flow of interactions and reduce the expectation of a specific response from the children. This helps to make children feel more relaxed during interactions.

	What to say.   

	Commenting 
	· My bucket is full.
· I’ve cut out a star from the play dough.

	Wondering
	· I wonder if…
· I wonder why…

	Posing problems
	· May be we can build a bridge.

	Explaining
	· If you hold the paper with one hand and the scissors with the other, you’ll be able to cut.

	Imagining
	· Let’s pretend we…
· Perhaps we could…

	Talking about feelings
	· You look sad. I think it’s because your tower fell over.
· You look excited because the water is blue today.

	Connecting
	· Do you remember when…
· It’s like when we…

	Thinking out loud
	· I’m going to try…
· I’m building a tall tower. I hope mine will be the tallest.

	Reflecting
	· I think you chose good colours because your painting looks like the sky now.


Reference / Evidence base – informed by:
Julie Fisher
ELKLAN
Further information:
Interacting or interfering?
Julie Fisher: Interacting or Interfering
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