
Old planes were called ____________.

They did not have an  _____________.

New planes are made from __________.

They are a lot bigger in ___________.

Engine    metal     size     gliders



Intriguing question

If I were a girl long ago, could I learn to 
fly a plane?



What do you notice?

What do you wonder?



Questions for the first reading

1. Where was Harriet born?
2. What did Harriet love to do?
3. What did Harriet learn to do?
4. What was Harriet the first to do?



Harriet Quimby

Harriet Quimby was born in America in 

1875.  She loved to travel and she loved 

cars.  She wanted to travel at speed. 

Harriet was not rich, but she worked very 

hard. 



One day, she went to an air show.  

She loved the planes and she wanted to 

learn to fly. 



Harriet learned to fly. 

She was the first woman to fly a plane. 

Harriet won races and got prizes.



In 1912, she flew a plane from the south 

coast of England to France. 



Very sadly, she was in a plane when it 

nose dived into a lake.  She fell out of the 

plane and was killed. 



Second reading - organisation

Post-its

‘We do’ pair-share answers to the 1st reading 
questions.  

Turn the answers into sticky notes.  Put the sticky 
notes on the white board.



Questions for the first reading

1. Where was Harriet born?
2. What did Harriet love to do?
3. What did Harriet learn to do?
4. What was Harriet the first to do?



Born America 
1825

Flew across the 
Channel

Loved to travel 
Learned to fly 

planes



Born America 
1825

Flew across the 
Channel

Loved to travel 
Learned to fly 

planes



Harriet Quimby was born ___________

Harriet loved _______

She learned to ________

She was the first woman to ___________________
Choose the 
right words to 
complete the 
sentences

to travel 

fly a plane

fly across the English channel

in America in 1875


