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Reading!
LO: To summarise the text
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Recap: What story were we 
reading?

Brief outline of the text: How did 
the sun get to be so high in the 

sky? The aboriginal tribes have a 
legend that tells us what they 

believe. This tale has been re-told 
and illustrated by Pat Edwards. It 

is called ‘Set the sun free.‛
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Extra information:

Experts believe that aboriginal people all came from Asia originally. They would 
have travelled from Asia to Australia. They live in clans, or tribes, that are made 

up of family groups. They use the land for resources such as food, through 
farming, water, through rivers, and houses, through stone. 
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Glossary:

1. Aboriginal – Aboriginal people are people who lived in Australia before the British invaded.

2. groping – feeling around to find something

3. burrow – to dig into the ground

4. cried – shouted

5. propping – holding something up with an object

6. hind - back

7. brolgas – a type of bird

8. cramped – achy and in pain

9. dissolved – disappeared by breaking away into tiny pieces
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Task – put these points in the correct order. It should match the order things 
happen in the story.

The sky was so close to the earth it shut out all light.

The sky was propped up and the animals could move again

The animals had to crawl on the ground searching blindly for food.

The sky split open and the sun appeared

The magpies decided to work together to lift up the sky.

Everyone was happy
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Discussion: 

How do you think the animals felt when 
the sky was so close to the earth and they 

had to crawl around?
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