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Reading!
LO: To retrieve key information from the text.
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What country is this?
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Australia!
Brief history of Australia: 

In 1788, which is around 230 years ago, a man called Captain Arthur Phillip led around 11 British ships from the UK, to 
Australia. These ships were full of British prisoners, who were being punished for their crimes. They were taken to 

Australia to live together, rather than staying in Britain. 

Before they arrived in Australia, there were people that already lived there, called the indigenous aborigines. These 
people were ancient tribes that had lived there for over 50,000 years. Unfortunately, the British soldiers and prisoners 

killed a lot of the aboriginal people. 

There are still some aboriginal people left in Australia, and they have passed their stories, legends and beliefs down 
through their generations. 
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Brief outline of the text: 

How did the sun get to be so high 
in the sky? The aboriginal tribes 
have a legend that tells us what 
they believe. This tale has been 
re-told and illustrated by Pat 

Edwards. It is called ‘Set the sun 
free.‛
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Questions:

1. What were all living things forced to do?

2. How did the magpies manage to lift the sky?

3. Which animals stretched their legs?

4. What word is used to describe the sight of the world‛s 
first sunrise?

5. What do the magpies do to this day?
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Glossary:

1. Aboriginal – Aboriginal people are people who lived in Australia before the British invaded.

2. groping – feeling around to find something

3. burrow – to dig into the ground

4. cried – shouted

5. propping – holding something up with an object

6. hind - back

7. brolgas – a type of bird

8. cramped – achy and in pain

9. dissolved – disappeared by breaking away into tiny pieces
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Questions:

1. What were all living things forced to do?

2. How did the magpies manage to lift the sky?

3. Which animals stretched their legs?

4. What word is used to describe the sight of the world‛s 
first sunrise?

5. What do the magpies do to this day?
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