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Recap: What story were we reading?

Brief outline of the text:

Charles Darwin is a famous scientist who lived a long tfime ago. He came up
with an idea called the theory of evolution. This theory has now been proven
through the finding of fossils and it shows us how creatures across the
world adapt to different situations. We are going to read a short text
about Charles Darwin, taken from National Geographic Kids.
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Organising task - put these points in the correct order:

* Charles Darwin studied animals in the Galapagos islands

* Charles Darwin boarded the HMS Beagle

* People were shocked because they thought all animals were
created at the same time

* Darwin discovered that different animals had different
features, depending on where they were from.

» Darwin studied his findings in England.

* Darwin released his book and theory
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k‘.‘harles Darwin

In 1831, a young man called Charles Darwin bearded @

ship called the HMS Beagle and set out on a fantastic

five-year voyage cround the world to study end collect
enimal, plant and rock semples.

Evolution

Darwin wes amazed at the variety of species he saw an his adventure. The
Beagle visited the Galdpagos Islands (a group of 15 islands and more than 100
islets and rocks in the Pacific Ocean, about 1,000km off the coast of Ecuader in
South America) and while he was there Derwin collected specimens and made
notes that would eventually change the wey people thought about the werld
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Creature clues

Darwin noticed that although the different islands had
zimilar creatures and plants, many seemed to have

adapted to suit their local environments. Finches (a type

of bird), for example, had different beaks on each

island, suited ta eating the particular seeds or insects ﬂ £ g
found there! He also noted remarkable differences

between the mockingbirds found on San Cristobal,

Floreana and two other izlands. When he returned to
England he devoted his time trying to figure out why
they varied from place to place.

The mystery solved

In 1858, Darwin revealed his ‘theory of evolution by natural selection’, to explain
how animals adapted to their envirenment to survive. And the following year, he
published 'On The Origin Of Species’ - a book that would change the world
farever! Darwin explained how species can 'evelve’ (change or develop) over time
through a process called 'Matural Selection’. This shocked everyone because, until
then, it was widely believed that all the animals cn the planet had been made at
the same time by one creator. Some people still believe that today. But Darwin

! scientifically proved all the species on Earth had evolved from earlier species -
and that includes us!
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