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Reading!
LO: To use inference skills to answer questions about a text
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Brief outline of the text:

The English channel is a strip of water between England and France. Ferries cross the 
channel every day, and occasionally, very brave people decide to swim across it. It‛s very 

difficult to swim across, and it takes lots of practice and training. This text is an extract 
taken from ‘fantastically great women who changed the world‛ by Kate Pankhurst.

Recap: what were we reading?
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Questions: 

1. Why did Gertrude want to swim the channel?

2. How do you think Trudy felt when she finally 
made it across the channel?

3. How do you think Trudy made other women in 
the world feel?
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Glossary:

• sensation – something fantastic
• bathing suit – swimming costume
• onlookers – people watching
• waded – pushed and walked through water
• stroke – a way of swimming. Eg. Breast stroke.
• currents – when water moves under the surface, pulling things 

with it.
• gramophone – a device for playing music
• flocked – gathered
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