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Serterce w.ork:

Lnsects .are attracted to plants because.
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Plant seeds .can he dispersed in a rwmber .of different ways. Some
seeds are transported by wind, .and hove seeds designed to float,
glide .or spin through the air. Plants growing near a river imoy use
the flowing water to transport their seeds. Some seed pods are
designed to explode .and project the seeds a good distance from the

Many plants also wse .animals to carry seeds .around. These seeds
may have handy hooks which attach to an animals fur.
seeds, which attract animals to eat them.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/znvfb9q#:~:text=Plant%20seeds%20can%20be%20dispersed,water%20to%20transport%20their%20seeds
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Glossary:

bursting - hreak .open suddenly.

casing - a cover or shell that protects the seed.
developed - to grom.

produced - to make

rely - depend .on something else.

showering - fall or be thrown.
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Questions:

I DO: How do bhurdock seeds .disperse?

WE DO: What is water dispersal?

YOU DO: Which plants shake to disperse their seeds?
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Wind

Sycamore ‘helicopters’ and dandelion ‘clocks’ both have
fruits which have adapted to use the wind to carry the
seeds away when the seeds are ready.
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Bursting

Some plants have pods full of seeds which will burst,
showering the ground with seeds, like the Himalayan
Balsam seed. Peas are another example of a plant bursting
open to disperse its seeds.
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Shakers

Some plants rely on being shaken to disperse their seeds. When
popples have produced their seeds and have finished flowering all
that is left is a long stem with a dried seed pod. These pods have
small holes at the top and rely on wind to shake them to scatter

the seeds. This method doesn't send the seeds very far. Yucca
Campestris seeds also need to be shaken.

Yucca Campestris seeds

Poppy seeds
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Water

Some plants rely on water to disperse their fruits. These will
either grow on the water or by the side of water.

Water lilies live on the water so they use the water to
disperse their seeds. They make very light seeds which will
float away on the water for a while, then sink to the bottom
of a pond to grow a new lily.

Water lily
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Catching a Ride

Some plants such as cockleburs have developed to grow tiny
hooks on their fruits which hook on to animals (or people)
that pass by the plant. Eventually they will drop off on to

the ground.

hﬁ&_ —

This dog has been covered in burs. Burdock seeds
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Seeds as Food

Some plants make tasty fruits. This is to encourage animals
(and people!) to eat the fruits. The seeds then pass through
the animal unharmed and out the other end with a ready
supply of fertiliser (not tasty in the slightest...quite the
opposite). This method ensures the seed is given nutrients to
help it grow.

What types of fruits can you
think of that are eaten by
animals and people with
seeds inside?
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Drop and Roll!

Some fruits, such as horse chestnuts, have a casing round
them which cracks open when it hits the ground. The fruit
inside then rolls away from the tree. You can tell which
horse chestnuts in the trees are ripe because their casings
have already begun to split open before they drop.

7\

b/
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Read the text again: Order the sentences.
Sycamore and .dandelion hoth wse the wind to carry the seeds .ow.oy.

Waterliles seeds float .aw.ay.

Peas burst open to disperse seeds.

Burdock seeds hook onto .animals .and drop off on the .ground.
Poppies shake seeds out of their pods.

Horse chestnuts drop from the tree and roll aw.ay.
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Third read:

March 08, 2021

Task: match the sentences to the seeds.

PLANT HOW ITS SEEDS ARE DISPERSED
The deliciows fruit is attractive to many
animals, which eat it (and the seeds). The
# ssods are not digested £0 they pass out with
Qak the animals’ waste, far away fram the parent
Sycamare | Tia aeed has fing haoks, which help i ko
@ =N attach to animals’ fur. The animal walks
\‘% wway from the parent plant and the seeds
drop off far away fram the parent.
Dandelian Sguirrels collect them .and hury them. They
g aﬁ. Lorget where they have huried them and they
" hegin to grow.
Goose
The conker is round so when it drops Lrom
the tree, it can roll for away fram the tree
glm
Haorse
chestnut The seeds is too heavy to £ly in the wind hy
[ itself o it has a wing to help it spin like a
;gp helicopter in the wind.
]
Stramberry The seed ia amall but too heavy to gy on its
v, &0 it has tufbs of hair that act like a
parent plant
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Answers:

PLANT

HOW ITS SEEDS ARE DISPERSED

Squirrels collect them .and bury them. They
forget where they have huried them and they
hegin to grow.

?x‘t:wn,ar.e The seeds is too heavy to Lly in the wind hy
";.‘\:\\ itself so it has a wing to help it spin like a
o ) Thzﬁzed.?&ﬂnﬂllmtﬁa@gioﬂg.ﬂnm
amn, £0 it has tufts of hair that act like a
I&%‘ parachute to help it to fly .away from the
Goasegrass | Hus seed has fing hooks, mhich help it to
attach to animals’ fur. The .animal walks
‘\ amay from the parent plant and the .seeds
drop off for away from the porent.
Horse-
chestnut The conker is round so smhen it drops from
.E’Q} the kree, it can roll for away from the tree
F
The deliclous fruit is attractive to many
Straswberry animals, which eat it (and the seeds). The

Ageda are not digested o they poss out with
the animals’ w.oste, far away from the parent
plant.
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