What is soil?
Soil is a mixture of tiny particles of rock, dead plants and animals, air and water.
Without soil there would be no life on Earth because soil provides nutrients that start the food chain. Worms take nutrients from the soil, birds eat worms, and then get eaten by bigger birds and predators. 
Soil is very precious because all animals and plants in the ecosystem need it to survive, however, it is not easy to create. It takes more than 500 years to create 2cm of soil.
Different soils have different properties depending on their composition.
· Sandy soil is pale coloured and has large particles. These create lots of small air gaps. Water drains through them easily so it usually feels dry.
· Clay soil is usually sticky and has small particles. They contain very few air gaps and water does not drain through it easily.
· Chalky soil is a light brown soil. Water drains through it quickly.
· Peat does not contain any rock particles. It's made from very old decayed plants and is dark, crumbly and rich in nutrients.
Why is soil important?

At first you may think of soil as just dirt. Something you want to get rid of. However, soil plays a very important role in supporting life on Earth.
· Plants - Many plants need soil to grow. Plants use soil not only for nutrients, but also as a way to anchor themselves into the ground using their roots.
· Atmosphere - Soil impacts our atmosphere releasing gasses such as carbon dioxide into the air.
· Living organisms - Many animals, fungi, and bacteria rely on soil as a place to live.
· Nutrient cycles - Soil plays an important role in cycling nutrients including the carbon and nitrogen cycles.
· Water - The soil helps to filter and clean our water.
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