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Reading!

LO: To retrieve key information 
from the text to answer 

questions.
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Brief outline of the text:
Sometimes, we don't want to come to 

school. There are lots of reasons we might 
not want to come to school. We might find 
the work too hard, we might not like are 

teacher, we might not want to do PE. Anna 
doesn't want to go to school because of 

her friends.
This is an extract taken from the first 
chapter of 'The Small Things' by Lisa 

Thompson.
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Glossary:

• windscreen - the window at the front of the car that the driver looks out of.
• hung onto her every word - This means they listen to everything she says and does everything 

she asks them.
• orbiting - circling or spinning
• groaned - moaned or complained
• bargains - offers when you buy things for cheaper than usual
• trudged - stomped unhappily
• Alps - A mountain range in Europe.
• fete - fair
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Questions:
1. What was the weather like on the ride to school?

2. Why couldn't Anna stay in the car?

3. Who are Anna's friends?

4. How does the Anna describe her friends?
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