How a parachute works.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A parachute is a light-weight device that is designed to slow the fall of a person during a descent to Earth. Parachutes act like air brakes. Before entering the aircraft, the parachutist checks his main parachute to make sure it will open properly when he needs it. He also checks the reserve parachute. This is packed underneath the main chute for use in case of an emergency. These two parachutes are in a special type of backpack which the parachutist wears when he jumps. Once the aircraft is high enough in the air, the parachutist prepares for his jump. When the pilot gives the signal, the parachutist knows he can jump out safely.
At the right time during the descent, the parachutist pulls a rip-cord on his backpack. This releases the canopy of the main parachute. The canopy inflates with air and the parachute glides forward and down. The parachutist steers the parachute by pulling on handles on either side of the chute.
As he nears the ground, the parachutist turns the parachute into the wind. This helps him land slowly.
A parachute is very light and has a large surface area like the wings on a bird. The canopy fills with air and resists the force of gravity, allowing the parachute to fall slowly and safely to the ground.
