[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack]£1480
£968

[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]
image7.png
model: A design of something or a smaller version
of something

passenger: Someone who travels in a vehicle but
doesn’t drive

patent: A legal document that protects an
inventor’s creation from being copied

pilot: A person who flies an aircraft

printing press: A machine that prints words and
designs on paper

propeller: Spinning wings that move an aircraft

slavery: A system in which people are treated like
property and forced to work against their will for no
pay

telegram: A message sent by telegraph

thrust: The force of flight that produces forward
movement made by an aircraft’s motor

tombstone: A large piece of stone used to mark a
grave

tuberculosis: A highly contagious and life-
threatening lung disease

typhoid fever: A life-threatening disease caused
by germs in food or water

weight: The heaviness of an object

wind tunnel: An enclosed or narrow area where
wind is blown to experiment with air movement
around an object
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Business

‘When Orville was 12, he learned how a printing
press worked. It was a machine that put ink on
paper to make words and designs. A friend let him
use a small printing press he had. Together they
published a school newspaper. Orville later got a
summer job in a print shop. Then Wilbur and Mr.
‘Wright gave Orville his own printing press.

As Orville got older, he wished for a bigger,
faster printing press. So he got to work. He used
parts from an old buggy and a damaged
tombstone. His self-inking press worked much
faster, printing 500 sheets an hour.

‘Wilbur was finally feeling better, so the
brothers went into the newspaper business
together. They printed the first edition of West
Side News on March 1, 1889. Sadly, not long after,
their mother died of tuberculosis on July 4, 1889.
The Wright brothers wrote about her death in their
paper.
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‘Wilbur was finally feeling better, so the
brothers went into the newspaper business
together. They printed the first edition of West
Side News on March 1, 1889. Sadly, not long after,
their mother died of tuberculosis on July 4, 1889.
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paper.

In 1891, Wilbur and Orville closed West Side
News and printed more and more flyers and
business cards for customers. The Wright brothers
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enjoyed the challenges of new experiences. It made
sense—America was changing quickly in the 1890s.
People didn’t just use buggies and trains to travel
anymore—they began to drive cars. And everyone
wanted to ride a bicycle, including the Wright
brothers.

The bicycle was the new craze. People left their
horses at home and pedaled to work! They could

even leave town with a friend. Some rode bicycles
just for fun.

Orville was curious. He had to try it, so he
bought a bicycle. Then Wilbur did, too. They
pedaled near and far. The brothers soon figured out
exactly how their bicycles worked. They started
fixing bicycles for friends. In 1893, they were ready
for a new business adventure. They opened the
‘Wright Cycle Exchange. They became mechanics,
fixing and selling bicycles.

JUMP -IN THE- THINK TANK
How did Wilbur and Orville’s childhood help them
with their first business? How can your hobbies
help you when you grow up?
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Business was booming. Wilbur and Orville
changed the store’s name to the Wright Cycle
Company. They wanted to do more for customers.
They knew how bicycles worked. So they started
designing their own models. The Van Cleve bicycle
was named for their great-grandmother. It sold for
$60 to $65 (almost $2,000 today). Their St. Clair
model sold for just $42.50 (over $1,300 today).

Technology was moving fast during this time.
The Wright brothers were excited for whatever
would happen next. Could itbe . . . a flying
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machine?

1889
West Side News is published. Susan Wright dies.

1891
The Wrights cancel the newspaper but keep the
print shop.

1893
The Wright Cycle Exchange opens.

1896
The Wright Cycle Company sells its own bicycles.
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Glossary

American Civil War: The war in the United
States between the Southern states and the
Northern states from 1861 to 1865

aviation: Related to building and flying aircraft
aviator: A person who flies an aircraft

bishop: A person in charge of certain churches in
an area

court: A place where decisions are made about
people following the law

craze: A huge amount of excitement or interest in
something

drag: The force of flight that slows or stops an
object from moving

edition: A copy of a newspaper, book, or magazine
force: Something that causes motion or change
glider: A light aircraft made to fly without a motor
invention: A new discovery or creation
inventor: Someone who makes inventions
laboratory: A place to experiment with science

lift: The force of flight that allows an aircraft to stay
in the air

mechanic: A person who fixes machines and
motors




