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1. Highlight words that 

you know. 

2. Explain the definitions.

Use your knowledge 

organiser.
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Do we stop growing?    

Last week, we focussed on foetal 
development. 

Discuss 

How does a foetus grow 
and develop?
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What is the difference between animals and 
humans gestation periods?
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1. What does viviparous mean? 

2. Who has the shortest gestation? 

3. Who has the largest gestation? 

4. What affects gestation of animals? 

5. Which animal has a gestation of 17 months? 

6. Which pinnipeds have the longest gestation?  

Read the text and take turns to read. 
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1. What does viviparous mean? give birth to live young

2. Who has the shortest gestation? Virginian opossum

3. Who has the largest gestation? African Elephant

4. What affects gestation of animals? Size of the animal, breeding seasons, living in 
the open

5. Which animal has a gestation of 17 months? Orcas

6. Which pinnipeds have the longest gestation? Walruses 
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Guinea pig

 68 days

Virginia 
opossum 

12 days

African 
Elephant
22 months

Scan you scan your text and find an animal that has a 
gestation in between a guinea pig and an african elephant.
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Guinea pig

 68 days

Virginia 
opossum 

12 days

African 
Elephant
22 months

Average of 30 days in 1 month
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Guinea pig

 68 days

Virginia 
opossum 

12 days

African 
Elephant
22 months

Average of 30 days in 1 month
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Guinea pig

 68 days

Virginia 
opossum 

12 days

African 
Elephant
22 months

Go through your text and note down the animals and gestation 
periods. Make a timeline and sort the animals.

10 mins
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Gestation

An African elephant 
has a gestation of 22 
months.

Did you know that....

What is gestation?

Why is gestation different among animals?

Timeline of gestation periods

12 days

Opposum

3 days

Jellyfish
266 days

Human
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Did you know that...

The gestation period... 

Humans... 

Carrying their young for... 
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Gestation

An African elephant 
has a gestation of 22 
months.

Did you know that....

What is gestation?

Why is gestation different among animals?

Timeline of gestation periods

12 days

Opposum

3 days

Jellyfish
266 days

Human
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What is the difference between animals and 
humans gestation periods?
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• How does a foetus grow?
• What is the differences between animals including humans gestation period?
• How do you grow in childhood?
• What happens to your body during puberty?
• What is it like to be an adult?
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