Tracking Giant Petrels


22 January

Although there was a blustery wind on Humble Island today, the weather was generally fine. My job was to attach tiny satellite-tracking transmitters to adult giant petrels. I’d been unable to do this yesterday because the tape wouldn’t stick to the birds’ damp feathers. I had to claw my way over jagged rocks on the south side of the island to reach one of the nests I was looking for. A male giant petrel was still sitting on it. His female mate had not yet returned from a foraging trip.

At first, I spent some time speaking soothingly to the bird. This helped to keep him calm. Then I gently removed the fragile egg he was sitting on and quickly replaced it with a white wooden egg.

I waited a moment to see if he would react, but he remained quiet. So I carefully lifted some of the feathers on his back and pressed a small plastic transmitter to them. Next, I wrapped sticky tape tightly around the bundle and added two nylon cable ties. This made everything secure. Then I adjusted the short aerial on the transmitter before finally replacing the real egg.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The transmitter will send data on this bird’s precise location for up to 115 days. This data will be used to help track where these enormous birds forage when outside the nesting area.
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