The story of Ibn Battuta
Ibn Battuta was born in the city of Tangier Morocco in the year 1304AD.
He belonged to a family of a Muslim judge, so following his father‘s footsteps, he decided to make law his profession. In order to receive the best education, he travelled to Egypt, Syria, and the Hejaz and learned from many different teachers.
Although he became a judge, the world remembers him as a traveller geographer, explorer and a scholar. His adventures travelling the world started with a dream. In his dream he saw himself sitting on the wings of a giant bird.
The bird flew high and made a long journey towards the east of Morocco. Then after a long flight, it finally landed and left him there. When he told the story to his teacher, his teacher said to him that the meaning of the dream was that he would travel to many places.
He decided to travel around the world. This was a difficult task in ancient times, but nothing was going to stop him from pursuing it. At the age of 21, he set out on a donkey for a journey aiming to perform the Hajj, or the pilgrimage, to Mecca. He there was much joy and wonder in his travels. He learned many new things and met many people so after completing the Hajj, he decided to continue his travels and explore other lands
In the end he travelled more than 75,000 miles over 120,000 km, across parts of Africa, middle east, south Asia, central Asia and China. For centuries to come, he would be the person who had travelled most miles.  He travelled much more than other famous world travellers like Marco Polo. 
It wasn’t easy at times because he fell ill. Other times he was robbed, and even had his ship sunk in a ocean storm. His determination and love of learning kept him going.

Through his travels, he learned how people in different parts of the world lived, the food that they ate, the types of games that they played, the languages that they spoke, and what they wore. He took part in different celebrations.  He wrote down everything that he saw. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After 29 years he returned home. During his years away he had travelled and ventured through 40 modern-day countries. After his return, with the help of his friend Ibn Juzay, he wrote a book. He named it the ‘Rihla’, which means the travels. In that book he wrote about his adventures and information that he had learned from the many different cultures and customs people animals and plants of the world.
Ibn Battuta and his Rihla are very important because of the fact that he actually documented all of his travels. Wherever he went and whatever civilisations he encountered, Ibn Battuta always documented his own feelings towards their customs and traditions, political and social setup. His recordings were all put into a book called the Rihla. What is important about this is that without his recordings, there would have been many undiscovered civilisations/practices. 
The diary entries of his travels outline new ideas and cultures unknown. Ibn Battuta offers the clearest and broadest glimpse available to us of the daily workings of a civilisation that was arguably as successful in its worldwide reach 700 years ago as ours is today. He lets us gaze closely at unfamiliar people. With Ibn Battuta we can travel the world during the age when Islam was the very definition of global civilisation. 
Timeline of Ibn Battuta’s travels
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