Islamic Groups

Sunni Islam
Sunni Islam is the largest branch of Islam. Sunni beliefs are based on the Qu'ran and the Kutub al-Sittah. Sunnis make up around 75% of all Muslims. With approximately 1.8 billion followers, it is the largest religious denomination of any religion in the world. There are four sub-groups within Sunni Islam; Malikis, Hanafis, Hanbalis and Shafi'is.
The word Sunni comes from the word sunna, which means the tradition of the prophet of Islam, Muhammad. Sunnis are also called ahl as-sunnah wa l-jamāʻah, which means people of tradition and congregation; this means that the Sunnis are united.

Shi'a Islam 
Shi'a Islam is the second largest branch of Islam. Shia Muslims believe that Prophet Muhammad under the command of God chose Ali as Caliph (or Successor) and publicly declared it, in his last sermon after Hajj at Ghadeer Khumm. Shi'a Muslims believe in the teachings of the Qu'ran and the Prophet Muhammad's family, whom they call the Ahl al-Bayt. The Shias think that the first three ruling Sunni Caliphs had no importance to the development of the faith. 
Shi'a Islam, like Sunni Islam, has at times been divided into many branches, however only three of these have a significant number of followers nowadays. The best known and the one with most adherents is Twelvers followed by the Ismaili and Zaidiyyah.

Sufi Islam
Sufism is an Islamic school of thought that includes philosophers and mystics. Sufism embraces the Quran and most of Shi'a and Sunni Islam's beliefs.. The central concept in sufism is "love". God desires to recognise beauty, and as if one looks at a mirror to see oneself, God "looks" at itself within the dynamics of nature. Sufi is the Arabic word for "wool", in the sense of "cloak", referring to the simple cloaks the original Sufis,
Sufis teach in personal groups, believing that the intervention of the master is necessary for the growth of the pupil. They make extensive use of parables and metaphors, in such a way that the meaning is only reachable through a process of seeking for the utmost truth and knowledge of oneself.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A large part of Muslim literature comes from the Sufis, who created great books of poetry.

