The Story of 16 Year Old Climate Activist Greta Thunberg
‘I promised myself I was going to do everything I could to make a difference’
On Friday 15 March 2019 1.6 million people hit the streets in support of the school strikes for climate change movement. It was the biggest day of global climate action we’ve ever seen. But it started out as just one person taking a stand against the inaction of politicians in the face of global warming by refusing to attend school. That one person was Greta Thunberg.
Greta herself first learnt about global warming at the age of 8, when she her class was shown documentaries about climate change at school. At school she was always the one to be sat quietly at the back of the classroom, but she remembers being more affected than the other students.
She puts this down to having aspergers and selective mutism, both illnesses which can cause anxiety and overthinking. Most of us, like Greta’s classmates, can compartmentalise knowledge effectively. For Greta it was different. After learning about global warming she couldn’t simply go back to normal, continue with her studies, and think about something else. It profoundly affected her.
Greta realised that by talking about her worries, she could influence others make a difference. This marked the beginnings of the movement that she has created. She made a promise to herself to ‘do everything I could to make a difference.’ And she stuck to that promise.
Her next step was to go public. In May 2018, at the age of 15, Greta entered a climate writing competition held by Swedish newspaper Svenska Dagbladet. She was announced as one of the winners of the competition, for her essay entitled ‘We know — and we can do something now’. Her essay was published in the newspaper, and this brought Greta her first publicity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]She was approached by Bo Thorén, an activist who was focused on what young people could do about the climate crisis, who had some ideas of ways to raise awareness about global warming. 
On August 20th 2018 Greta conducted her first school strike. She did not go to school that day, and instead sat down outside the Swedish Parliament. She had with her a piece of wood, which she had painted with the now-famous words ‘Skolstrejk for Klimatet’ (School Strike for Climate). She also took flyers in which she had written a list of facts about global warming and climate change. She stayed there for the full length of the school day, from 8.30am to 3pm. During the day she was posting photos on Twitter and Instagram, and she started to gain traction — a couple of journalists and newspapers even came to see her outside parliament that day.
The next day, she was back in the same place, striking again. But this time she wasn’t alone. People started joining her on her strike. 
Greta was asked to make a speech at a People’s Climate March rally, which would be in front of thousands of people. She asked her parents if she could do it, but they were reluctant. Her selective mutism meant that she was sometimes unable to speak in certain situations, and her parents felt that she might struggle to speak out at such a public event. They tried to talk her out of the speech. But Greta was determined that she needed to speak out about the climate crisis, and that her selective mutism wouldn’t prevent that. She delivered the speech brilliantly, in fluent English. Many of the crowd filmed her, and the videos spread through social media. Now, she speaks regularly in front of crowds, politicians, and journalists.
Her school strikes started to go global, with children across the world joining in to make their stand against climate change. On Friday 15 March 2019 a global school strike was called. 1.6 million people took part in the strike globally, from 2,233 cities in 128 countries. It was the biggest single day of climate action that has been seen in history. 

