
Opportunity of a lifetime!
By Mr Rajan

So, you want to hear a story? I know a lot of stories (mostly good ones), some are from the past and some from the future. Today, I will tell you a story from the past, because if we don’t know where we are coming from, we will not know where we are going.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this story, I am going to show you how it was to live during the Greek Golden Age but to see that you will need to travel back in time (2,350 years to be exact). Long before the Victorians, Henry the 8th, even before the start of Islam or Christianity. Now, travel south east to Europe past France and Italy, till you get to Greece. You made it! You are now in Ancient Greece, in the city of Athens. A city that has over a million people, is at the heart of civilization and the most modern city in the world. They were making great advancements in art, philosophy, architecture and literature and the whole world was envious of their achievement.
There lived, an ordinary, servant boy ‘Leo’. Leo was like any other boy in Athens, who dreamt of living a life of respect and comfort. Leo was a very bright young boy, in fact, his teacher made a prophecy that, “One day Leo will achieve greatness!” Unfortunately, he had to leave school because he needed to find work to support his parents. They lived in an old, ramshackle shed that was in desperate need of repair but that was not the priority for Leo’s family. On a very good day, they could manage two meals in a day, most days Leo would consider himself lucky if he had one bowl of rice, all day. 
Leo worked at the king’s palace. He was responsible for cleaning and maintaining the guest rooms that were located near the king’s chamber. His king was a very kind, wise leader who greatly admired scholars and inventers. Often, he would organise galas and invite scholars from all over Greece to identify the best minds. During one such event, Leo overheard the king asking the scholars a riddle, 
“What goes on four feet in the morning, two feet at noon, and three feet in the evening?”
Suddenly, there was a silence in the room. No one said a word. None of the scholars knew the answer. Then there were whispers, “what is this creature?”, “Have you ever heard of this creature?”, “This is no ordinary creature”, “Sounds like a creature of the gods!”
Disappointed, the king extended the challenge to the scholars and proclaimed,
“Whoever will find the answer to my riddle, I will award them 1001 gold coins and grant them one wish.”
Listening to his declaration, all the scholars dispersed in pursuit of finding this answer. Sensing an opportunity, Leo who was quietly observing this from a distance decided to find the answer to the riddle himself to fulfil his ambition of becoming a scholar himself.
He followed the other scholars to the Library of Aristotle (the biggest library in the world). Despairingly, library was no place for servants. Raising his hands, the guard stopped Leo in his tracks and asked him to leave the premises. Disheartened, he turned around and started walking back to the king’s palace thinking about the riddle. Just then, he remembered that there are all kinds of exotic creatures sold at the market and decided to try and find this creature there. Rejuvenated, Leo rushed to the market to solve the king's riddle. Fortunately, the market was only a short distance away from the library. Soon, he passed the statue of Athena Parthenos, which is at the city entrance. He was flying! Navigating through the narrow, busy streets and brown, mud houses, he made his way to the market.
In the blink of an eye, he was stood at the entrance of the Market. Overwhelmed, he looked around and saw an ocean of people splashing all over the busy market street. It was a hot day, but the crowds at the market made him feel like he was walking inside an oven. Echoing all over, where the voices of different sellers trying to attract the attention of the passing people. Before he could get to the animals, Leo felt something tugging on his leg, it was a small child crawling on all fours, trying to stand up by pulling on his leg. Before he could react, that child’s mother scooped him up and took him with her. Thinking about the riddle, he marched on. Behind the main market street, there was a small alley where they trafficked exotic animals. Perplexed, he looked around for this unknown creature that held the key to his fortune. Eventually, He spoke to one of the animal keeper who said that, “There is no such creature, I have seen them all, someone has made a fool out of you boy!” 
“This is unfair!” he told himself. His dreams were getting shattered. His desire of getting a better life was slowly getting out of his reach.
Suddenly, he heard two wealthy men talking about Socrates, who was the greatest philosopher of his time. He heard them saying that, “Socrates is the greatest mind in all of Greece, and he has the knowledge of all the books in the Library of Aristotle!” Just then, Leo knew that it was a sign. It was getting late. It was night time. Still, he went to see Socrates but was not able to meet him. Every day, Leo would stand outside Socrates house, hoping for an opportunity to speak to him, but every day be would return home disheartened. Then one day, Socrates, who had noticed Leo standing outside his house for past few days, pointed his walking stick, which was made out of sandalwood, towards him and waved it at him, signalling him to come over.
Overjoyed, Leo approached Socrates and told him that he is seeking to know the name of the creature that, “goes on four feet in the morning, two feet at noon, and three feet in the evening.” Listening to this, Socrates took a pause to think. Anxiously, Leo waited for him to speak. Each passing second, felt like a life time. Why wouldn’t he say something? He couldn’t bare it any longer. He asked, “Do you know of such a creature?” Socrates laughed and said, “Yes, that creature is you!” and he walked away. Bewildered, he just stood there trying to process what had just happened. All of a sudden, he screamed, “EUREKA!!! EUREKA!!!”
Flashing like lighting, Leo screamed towards the king’s palace. Frantically, he made his way to the King’s chamber and knocked on his door. King asked Leo to come inside. Leo said, “My king, I have solved your riddle, I know I am no scholar and that I am just a humble servant but I wish be of service to you and Athens by becoming a Scholar.” The king told him that, “If you have solved my riddle then I will make you a scholar, tell me what is the answer to my riddle?” 
Leo replied, “My king, what goes on four feet in the morning, two feet at noon, and three feet in the evening is A MAN! When a man is in the morning of his life, as a child he walks on all fours. When he grows up, which is the noon of his life, he walks on two legs and finally, when he grows old which is the evening of his life, he requires a walking stick, which becomes his third leg.” Gleefully, the king stands up and starts applauding Leo’s answer and declares him a scholar.
In time, Leo became one of the greatest, most valuable scholar of Ancient Greece. Defeating his destiny, he not only improved his own life, but he also pulled his family out of poverty. He gained full access to the Library of Aristotle and eventually became the head calligrapher there, translating books from all over the world into Greek for the benefit and enlightenment of the other scholars in Athens.

Skills used: Fronted adverbials, Relative clause, -ed, -ing sentence starter and short sentences for effect.
Also include: expanded noun phrases, parenthesis and direct speech
