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What is a Relative Clause?

Relative clause is a type of subordinate clause. We can add extra detail about a 
noun by adding a relative clause.

These are two single-clause (simple sentence) that are describing something

We can combine the two sentences to make a multi-clause (complex sentence) using 
subordination and changing it into a relative clause. 

A Relative clause is connected to the main clause with a relative pronoun. We have 
replaced pronoun 'It' in the second sentence with relative pronoun 'which' in our 
complex sentence.

Caliph is eating roast chicken. It is his favorite meal.

Caliph is eating roast chicken, which is his favorite meal
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What Relative Pronouns can we use in a Relative Clause?

The relative pronouns that we can use to create Relative clause are:

that, which, who, whose, whom, where, when
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Types of 'Relative Clause'?

Relative clauses can be in the middle of a sentence (embedded) or at the 
end of a sentence. 

When the relative clause is embedded in the sentence it works just like a 
parenthesis and starts and ends with a comma (punctuation). If we remove the 
relative clause the main clause still makes grammatical sense. 

When the relative clause is at the end of the sentence it only needs one comma 
(punctuation) at the start of the relative clause just like any subordinate clause.

Ali, who was very poor, always dreamt of being a scholar.

Ali soon passed the big arch, which was at the city entrance.
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I Do

Describe the character of 'Ali' using a relative clause

that, which, who, whose, whom, where, when

Ali, who was very poor, always dreamt of being a scholar.

Challenge: Add more details using expanded noun phrase

Ali, who was a very poor, servant boy, always dreamt of 
being a scholar and study books at the House of Wisdom 
(the largest library in the world).
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Describe the character of 'Caliph' using a relative clause

that, which, who, whose, whom, where, when

Caliph of Baghdad was a well respected leader, whose 
ambition was to make Baghdad the most advanced city in the 
world.

Challenge: Add more details using expanded noun phrase

Caliph of Baghdad, whose ambition was to make Baghdad 
the most advanced, famous city in the world, was a well 
respected, popular leader in the region.

We do
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Describe the characters/places using a relative clause

that, which, who, whose, whom, where, when

Challenge: Add more details using expanded noun phrase

You do

1) City of Baghdad                   2) Caliph's Palace

3) The House of Wisdom         4) Carpet seller at the market

5) Camel in the market            6) Mathematician al-khwarizmi

7) Ali's home                           8) Lantern seller at the market

**remember your punctuation**
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