World War II involved many countries around the globe fighting against each other, including the UK. It lasted six years, from 1939-1945.

The Nazis believed that they belonged to a superior race and therefore, they had the right to take other people's land. Adolf Hitler planned to forcibly take back all of Germany's lost land as well as capture parts of other countries. He started to invade other countries in 1938, by sending soldiers to take over, or occupy, Austria and parts of Czechoslovakia, which is now split in to Czech Republic and Slovakia. At the height of its expansion, Nazi Germany occupied vast areas of Europe, spanning parts of France in the West, Ukraine and parts of Russia in the East, Norway in the North and Italy in the South. The Nazis also expanded as far north as the Arctic circle and south through parts of Northern Africa, like Morocco and Algeria and beyond.
On 1st September 1939, German troops invaded Poland. Britain and France had agreed to defend Poland against German attack, so they gave Hitler an ultimatum- withdraw his troops or they would declare war. The War became a global conflict after the German military invaded Poland. France and Britain declared war on Germany on September 3rd 1939. Italy joined with Germany, and gradually other countries in Europe and around the world became involved with either the Allies or the Axis powers.
In 1941, Japan attacked the naval base of Pearl Harbor in the US state of Hawaii meaning the US declared war on Japan. Hitler subsequently declared war on the US. That meant the US joined the war in both Europe and Asia. Immediately becoming one of the leading allies.
The main allies were Great Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union, which is now Russia and parts of Eastern Europe. Other allies included France, Australia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, Canada and China.
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