Mammal Characteristics
'Mammal' is the name given to a group of animals that share four distinct characteristics that separate them from other animals and birds:
· Hair, or fur
· A hinged jaw
· Three tiny ear bones
Mammals can be found both on land and in the ocean. Examples of land mammals include lions, tigers, dogs and humans. Sea mammals (or Marine mammals) include seals, whales, dolphins and walruses.
Hair
All mammals have hair of some kind. Mammals in colder climates like polar bears have thick hair to protect them from the climate, while animals like elephants only have thin layer of hair due to their hot habitats. Even whales have a small amount of hair, which is one of the reasons they are a mammal and not a large fish.
Hinged jaws
In animals like reptiles and amphibians, the jaw (or mandible) is made up of several bones joined together. In mammals, the jaw is made up of only one bone known as the dentary.
Ear bones
Mammals are unique in that they possess three little bones in the middle of their ear. These are called the malleus, incus and stapes, although they are more commonly known as the hammer, anvil and stirrup. These help to direct sound towards the skull. Non-mammals only have one bone to do this. Some mammals like bats live in dark environments, so rely on their ears and echolocation to find their way around.
Mammal Facts
· Mammals are warm-blooded animals.
· Most mammals are born live, except for the spiny anteater and the duck-billed platypus which are born from eggs.
· Most mammals cannot fend for themselves when they are babies.
· Anteaters are the only mammals not to have teeth.
· Bats are the only mammals that can fly.
· Cheetahs are the fastest land mammal.
· Pangolins are the only mammals completely covered in scales.
· Pine martens are one of Britain's rarest mammals.
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