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[image: ]William Shakespeare ( baptised 26 April 1564 – 23 April 1616) was an English playwright, poet, and actor, widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world's greatest dramatist (a person who writes plays). He is often called England's national poet and the "Bard of Avon". His surviving works consist of 39 plays, 154 sonnets, three long narrative poems and several other poems. His plays have been translated into every major living language and are performed more often than those of any other playwright. They also continue to be studied and reinterpreted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon. When he was 18 he married Anne Hathaway who was much older. They went on to have three children: Susanna, Hamnet and Judith (who were twins). His successful career took off in 1585 -1592 where he was an actor, writer and part owned a company of actors called Lord Chamberlain’s Men, which was later known as The King’s Men. Around 1613, Shakespeare is thought to have retired back to Stratford at the age of 49. He died three years later. 

Shakespeare produced most of his known works between 1589 and 1613. His early plays were primarily comedies and histories and are regarded as some of the best work produced in these genres. He then wrote mainly tragedies until 1608, among them Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth, all considered to be among the finest works in the English language. In the last phase of his life, he wrote romances and collaborated with other playwrights.
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Facts and Rumours
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John Shakespeare's house, believed to be
Shakespeare's birthplace, in Stratford-upon-Avon
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Below we have listed a few fascinating facts all about Shakespeare. There are
many mysteries surrounding the life of William Shakespeare and some of these
facts are true facts but some are based on rumours.

The actual date of Shakespeare’s birthday is unknown but 23rd April has been generally
used, which is the same day as St George’s Day.

Shakespeare's date of death is also unknown! This has also been given the date of 23rd April.

‘Shakespeare was married on 28th November 1582 to Anne Hathaway.

Anne Hathaway was already three months pregnant when they married.

Shakespeare’s family were all illiterate, and many people thought Shakespeare did not
write his own work because of this.

Most of his plays were only published seven years after Shakespeare's death.
Shakespeare never published any of his plays.

There was never a portrait taken of Shakespeare when he was alive so to this day we
don't really know what he looked like!

Al of Shakespeare’s grandchildren have died and he has no living descendants.

Father of William Shakespeare, John Shakespeare, was the mayor of
Stratford where William was born.

Shakespeare is rumoured to be the father of an illegitimate son,
William Davenant!

Shakespeare’s company The King’s Men built the Globe Theatre
(see below).
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