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Captain James Cook wasan English explorer in the British ‘
Royal Navy. » :
In 1768 Caprain Cook and his crew on the HMB Endeavour

se sail from England in search of new lands and scientific
knowledge. ' . '

This is the story of how Captain Cook discovered the east coast

of New Holland (Australia) on thar vayage. l
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Before Captain James Cook became a famous explorer, he was, ..

a baby bornina

fwo-room cottagc

a worker in a seaside store a sailor"s, apprve'ntice
studying at night




Inthe Navy James Cook studied astronomy, science and maths,
+ all the while dreaming of one day commanding his own ship on epic
voyages.

He liycd in a time of great ekploration and scientific discovcry.
Nariéns raced to unlock the secrets of the world and its oceans.

So when James was asked to lead an expedition for England, he accepted with
pride. He was to captain a ship bound for King George’s Island. From there he
was to chart the transit of the planet Venus across the sun.

Captain Cook was also handed a sealed letter from the King. He was given
" firm instructions to open it only when this mission was complete.



Captain Cook set about prcp1r1no
for the cxpedmon

For weeks he [u\'{imi
md p lanned .
. and <_';’1.1L‘uln(cd.

Of all the boats in England,
a coal ship was chosen for the

voyage. Though small, the ship
was sturdy and strong. She
was refitted and christened the

HMB Endeavour.



In August 1 768, the Endeavour embarked on
her maiden voyage with great pomp and fanfare.
Among those onboard were a variety of animals,
§5 sailors, a one-handed cook, an astroriomer,
four artists and a botanist by the nanie of

Joscph Banks.
This modcy erewreadied themselves

for the dangers of the Bpen scas and the
strange lan @S hatWere rumourcdioEERERE

-




Ihe Endeavour made her way down the coast

of Brazil in fine weather, The crew caught :
sharks and marvelled ar ﬂ) mo ﬁSh 4"
Joseph Banks spotted peuuulm
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ind collected gmnt kc]p




But the tropics soon gave way to the violent weather of the
South Atlantic. Caprain Cook and his crew preparcd for the

challcnge ofrounding Cape Horn. After three failed attempts,
the Endeavour overcame icy winds and bitter gales to fbrge

through the dreaded passage and emerge into the South Pacific.




: ., :' ng months at sea, the crew dropped anchor off the coast
i1 ﬁeorgc’s Island. The locals paddled out to welcome them, They traded
food change for beads and metal tools.

n -.j:,. ok and his 1 men buile a fort and an observatory, where on a clear
1ey gathereg -iowatch Venus pass across the sun.

At last it was time to open the King's secret letter.
It revealed a new and most important task:
(o venture south in search of new land.
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The Dutch had already discovered New Zealand and parts of
the neighbouring continent of New Holland. But both were still
unmapped. And there were whispers that the Pacific Ocean
was also home to a great southern land, Terra dustralis.

Captain Cook was to find it and claim it for the K;ng |



Captain Cook satled the Endeavour southwards withour a map.
He steered by the sun and the stars over seas as wide as the si-;y. When

no new land was found, the Endeavour turned west, passing whales

1
and seals and albatross.

Supplics onboard ran low, and without land in sight, the crew grew tired and
homesick.

When at last Caprain Cook sported seaweed and driftwood with barnacles,

he was sure New Zealand was near’,




At New Zealand's

f'«‘:'\'cx't) Bn}', (_';;p[;nm Cook and his
crew faced fierce Maori WAIriors,
Once an uudcz'.\‘mnding was
reached, the crew bartered

tor fish, lobster and even stngray.

With fresh supplies onboard, ”

Captain Cook set about exploring New
Zealand’s inlets and ba ys. He surveyed its
islands and completed his cirrunmavign(ion -~
of the country in just six months,

Captain Cook then turned his si

ghts towards New Holland. Again the
Endeavour and her crew he

aded out to sea.
They voyaged northwest unril

southeastern New

had seen before,

carl)' one morniug the slopiug hills of

Holland came into view. It was a sight no European

Yy
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But foul winds kept the Endeavour at sea. For days, Captain Cook and

his crew sailed up the coast. They spotted smoke in the sky and saw
men and women of dark skin living on the land.




When the gales eased and the sea cals med, [h( F ’.'(/r( IV0UT WEelS 'm d

I:l.'l" 1 Aw_ ltered f)?) al

he locals seemed to want them gone, but the Ex;g::ﬁ!x:x:::t; persisted.,




With his ﬂaggmg crew, Captain Cook set sail, p_ushmg

the Endeavour onwards to map the east coast of New Holland.
The further north the Endeavour went, the more dangerous

her voyage became. Day and night Captain Cook and his crew

battled the narrow gap berween land and reef.

Until one fateful night she crashed upon a coral bank.

Captain Cook commanded his men to heave. But the ship wouldn’t

budge and water came rushing in.

ain Cook agnin rallied his crew.

At high tide, Capt
ed and heaved then heaved again ...

Exhausted, the men heav

At last the Endeavour came free, but she was still leaking and in

(o)

urgent need of rcpnir.




Three days later, Caprain Cook found a harbour to beach his
leaky ship and begin repairs.

The crew ca ught turtles and picked wild greens. They saw
straw-coloured wolves, fat a//ig(lfor; and a strange-looking
beast with a long tail and a hop like a rabbit.

An uneasy truce was struck with the locals. Fish were
aoe was learned, including the word
exchanged and new lnng)u.nrt_;\ was learned, J\L.Udlng the wi

for the strange- looking beast.
1 | ‘nd ur was ready to set sail with
After several weeks the Endeavour was ll_‘ld, to set sail wi

the first fair wind.










