To read and recall information about why
Bradford began in its current location



Read through the text on your own.

Read out loud and underline any words
you find tricky.



h'he History of Bradford

Bradford was first known as 'Broad Ford'. People first lived in Bradford during
Saxon times and it became a small town centred on Kirkgate, Westgate and

Ivegate.

The 'Manor of Bradford' was first held by the De Lacy family until 1311. Then
it was held by the Earls of Lincoln.

In 1070 Bradford was destroyed but then grew again over the next two-hundred
years with people building the woollen trade. The launch of manufacturing was
the start of the town's development. They also used the canal and turnpike road
links for ftrade.



At the beginning of the 19th Century, Bradford had a population of 16,000 people.
Wool spinning and cloth weaving was carried out in local cottages and farms.

By 1841 there were over 100 mills in Bradford and most of the country's wool
was made in Bradford. Soon after, Bradford become the wool capital of the world
with a population of 100,000.

Between 1800 and 1850 Bradford town centre expanded and its old buildings
were replaced by new ones with extravagant Victorian buildings. Bradford was

granted city status on 9 June 1897 and became a metropolitan district council in
1974.

The city now has impressive engineering, printing and packaging, chemical,
financial, banking and export industries.






We do

How long did it take people to build
up the woollen trade?



You do

What was the population of Bradford at the
beginning of the 19th Century?

What were Bradford's old buildings
replaced with?

What industries does the city now
have?



To summarise | do / We do

What facts have we learnt about Bradford?
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