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LO: To listen and discuss

In our reading lessons, we are going to listen to and 
discuss different types of poems.

We will look at different concepts you might find in 
poetry including
• Rhythm and rhyme
• Personification
• Personal response 
• Metaphor and simile
• Analogy 
• Alliteration 
• Vocabulary 
• Creating visual images
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What is the poem about?

What do you think of the vocabulary the poet 
has used?

What does it make you think of?
 
What do you see/hear/think/wonder?
 
Are there any parts you are unsure about?
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The Day I got my finger stuck up my 
nose by Brian Patten 

The Day I Got My Finger Stuck Up My Nose Poem by Brian Patten ­ Poem Hunter 
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When I got my finger stuck up my nose

I went to a doctor, who said,

"Nothing like this has happened before,

We will have to chop off your head." 

"It's only my finger stuck up my nose,

It's only my finger!" I said.

"I see what it is," the doctor replied,

"But we'll still have to chop off your head."

He went to the cabinet and took out an axe.

I watched with considerable dread.

"But it's only my finger stuck up my nose.

It's only a finger!" I said.

"Perhaps we can yank it out with a hook

Tied to some surgical thread.

Maybe we can try that," he replied

"Rather than chop off your head."

"I'm never going to pick it again.

I've now learned my lesson," I said.

"I won't stick my finger up my nose -

I'll stick it in my ear instead." 

The Day I got my finger stuck up my nose 

by Brian Patten 
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Now practice reading the 
poem with your partner, 
ready to perform in front 
of the rest of the class! 
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